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Campaigners have won their 
battle to stop a pub in Willesden 
from being demolished and re-
placed with a 10-storey housing 
block.

The government’s planning in-
spectorate ruled on Monday that 
The Queensbury Pub, in Walm 
Lane, will not face a wrecking 
ball following an epic battle last-
ing more than two years.

Residents have been fighting 
the proposals by developers Fair-
view Homes in the conservation 
area since they came to light in 
October 2012.

Ian Elliot, from the Save the 
Queensbury, said: “We’re confi-
dent the right decision was made. 

“A 10-storey block doesn’t be-
long in a conservation area and 
that is what the inspector found.

“We didn’t have any of  the 
resources Fairview had but we 
stopped a tower block and it sent 
a very clear message that what-
ever Fairview Homes do, they 
can’t put anything like what they 
have proposed.’’

Parents who use Busy Rascals, 
a community hub for their young 
children which is based inside 
the pub, said they were relieved.

Sharmine Chowdhury-Tse, 
who runs the parenting group, 
said: “I’m quite shocked. 

“I thought we might be com-

miserating its loss and celebrat-
ing its birthday at the same 
time.”

Fiona Walshe, a mother-of-two, 
added: “It’s fantastic news. Busy 
Rascals offers great support for 
parents in the area and would 
have been sadly missed.”

Last March, Brent Council 
ruled against demolishing the 
building but Fairview Homes, 
who own the site, appealed the 
decision, forcing a five-day pub-
lic inquiry in January. 

Campaigners applied to be a 
“Rule 6” party allowing them an 

active role in the inquiry with 
the power to cross-examine Brent 
Council and Fairview Homes.

The pub has had huge support 
in the past from former Mayor 
of  London and Cricklewood resi-
dent Ken Livingstone, and boy-
band The Wanted.

Although the building cannot 
be demolished, its future still lies 
in the balance.

Lauren Keith, a local cam-
paigner, said: “Another appli-
cation could be submitted at a 
later stage and the community 
shouldn’t have to battle through 
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more bureaucracy, reports and 
meetings to ensure that a valu-
able local resource and build-
ing remains at the heart of  the 
Willesden community.”

Sarah Teather, Liberal Dem-
ocrat MP for Brent Central, 
launched a petition against the 
plans. 

She said: “This a fantastic win 
for local campaigners and all 
those who have opposed these 
ill-thought out and unwanted 
plans.”

Fairview Homes declined to 
comment. 

 � Parents from Busy Rascals are delighted                                                                         Picture: Adam Thomas

Defiant 
school 
protest

40 shades of green 
Page 5

Page 11

Directors in 
jail for £4m 
VAT fraud                                                                                                                                            
                         Page 7


